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Fieger edges Phillips for Lanco Senior title 

BY JASON FULGINITI, Sports Writer 

Chris Fieger and Ken Phillips were engaged in a heated game of match play Saturday afternoon. 

They just didn't realize it at the time. 

Playing in the same pairing with Phillips, Fieger posted even-par 71 at Highlands of Donegal to win the 
Lanco Lancaster Toyota Senior Championship by two shots. 

Phillips carded 2-over 73 to finish alone in second, while Jud Gemmill took third after posting 74. 

It was the first Lanco Senior appearance for Fieger, who turned 50 last October. 

"I guess I have to keep a (streak) going now," he said with a laugh afterward. 

Not that Saturday's victory should come as a surprise, considering Fieger's track record on the local 
golf circuit this summer. 

After winning the Lanco Mid-Amateur for the second straight year in May, Fieger finished fourth at the 
Lanco Amateur in June and tied for sixth at the Lanco Open in July. 

Earlier this month, he also advanced to the final of the Lanco Match Play before losing a 3 and 1 
decision to Corey Gast. 

As for the key to that success? It isn't rocket science, he said. 

"I'm just trying to hit fairways and greens and give myself opportunities for birdies," said Fieger, who 
first started playing in Lanco events in 2007 after moving to the area from Delaware County. "My ball 
striking is usually pretty good. And the whole day I had a really good ball-striking round." 

Evidence of which could be found Saturday in the 17 greens he hit in regulation, which led to a routine 
round that included two birdies, two bogeys and 14 pars. 

Starting the shotgun event on the eighth hole, Fieger moved to 1-over when he three-putted from 30 
feet for bogey at the par-3 12th. 

After getting that back at the par-5 15th, where he two-putted from 25 feet, Fieger returned to 1-over 
with a bogey at 16, before draining a six-foot putt at No. 4 for his final birdie of the day, which 
brought him back to even par. 

"I thought somebody might come in under par," Fieger said. "But the pins were tucked in, and as the 
day went on, I said the scores probably are going to be a little higher." 

Through the first few holes, Phillips' score was definitely higher than he expected. 

After stumbling out of the gate with a double bogey on the par-3 eighth, Phillips -- who actually was 
sharing a golf cart with Fieger -- made two more bogeys at Nos. 9 and 11 to leave himself four over 
through four holes. 



But he eventually righted the ship thanks to five birdies over his next 15 holes, which he played in 2-
under-par. 

"I hit the ball well except for two holes," Phillips said. "I made a lot of birdies and hit it close." 

Fact is, unbeknownst to Fieger, he and Phillips little match was still close going into their final hole. 

Trailing by one, Phillips drilled a drive that left him with a 5-iron into the 512-yard, par-5. But after his 
second shot hit the green pin-high and rolled off the back, he went on to make a bogey that 
eliminated his chances. 

Still, the simple fact that he was once again in the hunt was satisfying in itself for Phillips, who 
completed his first full season on the Lanco circuit after sitting out three years for a list of surgeries. 

In addition to undergoing several knee surgeries (ACL, MCL and LCL) and having the labrum repaired 

in both his right and left arms, the 54-year-old also had to undergo treatment for prostate cancer in 
the last few years. 

The three-time Lanco Amateur and Lanco Open winner bounced back this summer with a tie for 11th 
at the Amateur and a tie for sixth at the Open, before reaching the semifinals of the Lanco Match Play 
earlier this month. 

 


