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Gast brings home title No. 3 

Lanco Brent L. Miller Match Play Championship 

BY JASON FULGINITI, Sports Writer 

The Lanco Amateur trophy is named after its venerable, eight-time champion King Knox. 

The Lanco Golfer of the Year award is named for the legendary H.H. Billy Haverstick. 

Before long, the Lanco Match Play trophy might bear Corey Gast's name. 

After blistering Lancaster Country Club for an 8 and 6 victory over Ken Phillips in Saturday morning's 
semifinals, Gast outlasted Chris Fieger, 3 and 1, in the afternoon to claim his third Lanco Brent L. 
Miller Match Play championship in the last five years. 

Since it was founded in 2009, Gast -- who was absent from the field a year ago -- has won the Lanco 
Match Play three of the four times he's played in it. 

"I've been playing some of the best golf of my career," Gast, a 27-year-old marketing coordinator, 
said afterward. "But with working a new job, I didn't have a chance to show it off." 

He did so in dramatic style Saturday, starting with his landslide semifinal victory over Phillips, who 
seemingly never had a chance. 

Gast birdied seven of his first 12 holes in that match, and was 6 under when he finally closed it out 
with the last of those birdies on the par-3 12th. 

"Probably one of the best stretches of golf I've ever played," Gast said. "And Kenny Phillips was very 
complimentary. 

"It's not often that a guy is so generous to buy you lunch after losing 8 and 6," he added with a grin. 
"It was just one of those days." 

Thanks in no small part, Gast said, to his caddie, Garrity Powers, who was spot-on with giving him 
reads all day on the greens. 

"He just pointed, and I just went," Gast said. "I made all the putts I needed to." 

Fieger was making a few of his own against Marc Oliveri Jr. in the other semifinal, in which Fieger 
quickly found himself 3 up after making birdie at the par-4 fifth. 

He increased his lead to 4 up with a birdie at the par-4 13th, before closing Oliveri out, 4 and 2, with 
another birdie at No. 16. 

"I hit the ball really good," said Fieger, a 50-year-old Delaware County transplant who works in sales. 

But the strain of playing 54 holes in a day and a half seemed to surface in the final, where Gast didn't 
make a single birdie, while Fieger managed just one to go with eight bogeys. 



Gast also had two bogeys and a double on his card by the time it was over. 

"It was tired golf out there this afternoon," Gast said. "The legs were a little heavier and it was a little 
harder to walk up some of the hills." 

Adding to the difficulty for Gast, he said, was playing someone like Fieger. 

"He's one of those guys where I would have went out and shot 5 under and he would have shot 4 
under," Gast said.  

"He's just a great competitor." 

That much was apparent in the final, where Fieger refused to go quietly, despite never holding the 
lead in what was more of a back-and-forth chess match. 

"I was glad (Gast) got most of his putts out (of him) in the morning," Fieger said with a grin. 

Gast went 1 up with Fieger's bogey on No. 2, before making a bogey of his own at No. 5 to square the 
match. 

Back-to-back bogeys by Fieger at Nos. 8 and 9 gave Gast a 2 up lead, but Fieger won the next two 
holes to pull even again. 

And after retaking a 1 up edge with Fieger's bogey at No. 12, Gast gave it back when he lost the 13th 
hole with a double bogey. 

But the stage finally started to set for Gast when Fieger bogeyed Nos. 14 and 16 to fall 2 down with 
two to play. 

"At that point," Gast said, "I let myself get comfortable." 

And after both players missed the green long at the par-3 17th, leaving themselves with severely 
difficult up and downs for par, the door closed on Fieger when Gast rolled in a 30-foot putt to salvage 
a 3. 

Fieger's attempt to extend the match came up short, literally, when he failed to get his 20-foot par 
saver -- which was dead on line, according to Gast -- to the hole. 

A few minutes later, Gast was wrapping his fingers around another Lanco Match Play champions 
trophy, which, these days, almost seems destined for his hands. 

Not that he sees it that way. 

"The second I (come in to this event and) start thinking this is mine to lose," Gast said, "it's just that 
much tougher to win." 
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Gast in hunt for another crown 

Lanco Brent L. Miller Match Play Championship 



BY JASON FULGINITI, Sports Writer 
jfulginiti@lnpnews.com 

There's something about match play that fits Corey Gast. 

As for exactly what that is? 

"I don't know if it's just my mentality or what," he said. "I just love straight up competition." 

It shows. 

Powering through the first two rounds Friday at Lancaster Country Club, Gast led three players into 
the semifinals of the Lanco Brent L. Miller Match Play Championship. 

Joining him in today's 8 a.m. semifinal foursome at LCC are Ken Phillips, Marc Oliveri Jr. and Chris 
Fieger. 

Gast will take on Phillips, while Oliveri squares off against Fieger, with the winners of those matches 
advancing to the final, which will begin around 1 p.m. 

Gast is seeking his third Lanco Match Play title since the event was founded five years ago. 

"I'm not scared to make a big number," Gast said, explaining his success in this event. "Even if you 
make 10 (on a hole) you're only one down. And par is whatever score your (opponent) has. 

"It's the only event where you can be the second-worst player on the golf course and win the 
tournament. You only have to beat one guy every time." 

The players still in the hunt are an interesting mix. 

This morning, Gast, 27, will take on a guy who is exactly twice his age in Phillips, who has three Lanco 
Opens, three Lanco Amateurs and one Lanco Mid-Amateur to his credit. 

Meanwhile, Oliveri, an 18-year-old Conestoga Valley graduate who will be a sophomore on the golf 
team at the University of Delaware this fall, is matched against a 50-year-old in Fieger, who has 
captured the last two Lanco Mid-Amateurs. 

While Phillips and Oliveri -- both Lancaster Country Club members -- might have "home-field 
advantage" today, according to Phillips, experience in this particular event could be another factor. 

Gast, who didn't play in last year's Match Play, has reached the final two of the last three times he 
entered, while Phillips and Fieger had never gotten past the quarterfinals until Friday. 

Oliveri, meanwhile, is making his very first Lanco Match Play appearance. 

Not that any of that means anything to Gast, who obviously understands this format. 

"It's about whoever's next," he said. "It doesn't matter what I did one match ago or two years ago. 
It's just about the next guy you're playing." 

After rolling past Andy Brightbill 3 and 2 in Friday's morning session, the next guy for Gast was 
Millersville University golfer Connor Gilbert, who came unraveled on the back nine after being all 
square at the turn. 



Thanks to playing his first six holes in 2 under, Gast was able to close out a 4 and 3 victory on the 
15th green. 

Meanwhile, things weren't so cut and dried for Phillips, Fieger and Oliveri. 

Phillips had to battle his way past a pair of college players in Jason Sauder, a Lancaster Mennonite 
graduate who will be a senior at Charleston Southern University, and Robby Rowe, a Lancaster 
Catholic grad who now plays at Millersville. 

After fighting off Sauder for a 1 up victory in the morning, Phillips found himself all square with Rowe 
on the 18th tee in the quarterfinals. 

But when Rowe made bogey at the last, he conceded a birdie putt to Phillips, who emerged with 
another 1-up win. 

"I'm thrilled to be able to make it to the second day," Phillips said. 

Starting the day with a 4 and 2 victory over Andy Zook in the morning, Oliveri's thrill came against 
Bunky Burgess in the quarterfinals. 

Clinging to a 1-up lead with two holes to play, Oliveri drained a 50-foot putt for birdie at the par-3 
17th that closed out a 2 and 1 win. 

"I felt like coming into this I had to be aggressive and not tentative," said Oliveri, who was 1-under 
through 15 holes against Burgess. "That obviously worked today, so I'm happy with it." 

Fieger, meanwhile, was happy just to get through a very long day, which started with a 21-hole 
victory over Mike Sugden in the first round. 

But when he fell 2 down to Chris Esbenshade with five holes to play in the quarterfinals, Fieger 
thought his tournament might be over. 

"I was exhausted," he said. "I'm not used to playing 36 holes and I was really losing steam. I was 
running out of gas." 

But after getting "a second wind" from a little snack he scarfed down, Fieger won three of the next 
four holes and eventually closed out a 1-up victory on the par-4 18th. 

"I ate a Snickers," he divulged with a laugh afterward. "And it was just like the commercial." 
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Lanco Match Play at LCC 

Top seed Brixton Albert will try to add another entry to his rapidly expanding Lanco golf resum' when 
the Lanco Brent L. Miller Match Play Championship gets underway today at Lancaster Country Club. 

The first-round matches will tee off from 8-8:30 a.m. today, before the quarterfinals take place in the 
afternoon. 

The semifinals and final will be played Saturday, back at LCC. 



Albert, who won the Lanco Amateur in June after collecting his first Lancaster County major at last 
year's Lanco Open, will take on No. 16 seed Robby Rowe today at 8 a.m. 

Today's other first-round matches feature No. 2 seed Bunky Burgess vs. No. 15 seed Marlin Detweiler 
at 8:30, No. 3 seed Chris Esbenshade vs. No. 14 seed John Barry at 8:20, No. 4 seed Connor Gilbert 
vs. No. 13 seed Deryl Denlinger at 8:10, No. 5 seed Corey Gast vs. No. 12 seed Andy Brightbill at 
8:10, No. 6 seed Chris Fieger vs. No. 11 seed Mike Sugden at 8:20, No. 7 seed Marc Oliveri Jr. vs. No. 
10 seed Andy Zook at 8:30, and No. 8 seed Ken Phillips vs. No. 9 seed Jason Sauder at 8:00. 

Defending champion Zak Drescher -- who earned a 3 and 1 victory over Craig Hornberger in the final 

to win this event last year at Highlands of Donegal -- is not in the field, having since turned 
professional. 

Gast has won two of the last four Lanco Match Play championships, claiming the inaugural event at 
Overlook in 2009, before adding another victory at Bent Creek in 2011. 

 


