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Four months ago, David Denlinger thought he was on the verge of the biggest victory of his golf career. 
 
Instead, he was on the verge of catastrophe. 
 
Two shots off the lead with five holes left to play in his second round of the Pennsylvania Amateur Championship at 
Lancaster Country Club, Denlinger -- to the dismay of many, including himself -- played those last five holes in 11-over-
par to miss the cut with a second-round 82. 
 
Not exactly Greg Norman at Augusta in 1996, but ... . 
 
"I was so caught up in 'I have a good chance of winning this tournament,' and then (with) a couple of bad shots I kind of 
took myself out of it," Denlinger said. "And I kind of learned from that experience that you're going to hit bad shots, but 
you've got to just play through them and try your best on every shot. 
 
"I mean, it sounds pretty clich' to try your best on every shot, one shot at a time, but that's really what it comes down 
to." 
 
In short, competitive golf, like life, is a maturation process. As Denlinger seems to be learning, piece by piece. 
 
In fact, the education he gained that day at LCC began to produce immediate results. 
 
Within three days of his PA Open collapse, Denlinger fired rounds of 66-65 at Four Seasons Golf Course to win the Lanco 
Open -- his first local "major" -- by four shots. 
 
That victory, along with strong showings in the Lanco Match Play, Lanco Better Ball, and a couple of high-profile national 
tournaments, led to Denlinger being named the 2011 Lanco Golf Association Player of the Year. 
 
"It means a lot," Denlinger, the 2009 PIAA individual champion, said of the honor. "I mean, my dad (1995 Lanco Player of 
the Year and two-time Lanco Amateur champion Deryl Denlinger) won this. It's definitely pretty cool. It's something you 
want to win. It's pretty big." 
 
As is the year Denlinger has had, especially in the last few months. 
 
Less than a month after his debacle at the PA Amateur, the Lancaster Mennonite graduate and 21-year-old junior at 
Charleston Southern University carded rounds of 69-73 at Erin Hills Golf Course in Erin, Wisc., earning himself a spot in a 
20-man playoff for a match play berth at the U.S. Amateur Championship. 
 
He was one of four from that group to advance, before being eliminated in the first round of match play with a 2 and 1 
loss to third-seeded Beau Hossler of Mission Viejo, Calif. 
 
Still, he carried that momentum into his fall season at CSU, where he notched top-5 finishes in his first three 
tournaments. 
 
The highlight of that stretch came at the Spring Hill Suites Intercollegiate in Florence, S.C., where Denlinger posted a 
four-day total of 7-under 209 to finish tied for second in the team's first event Sept. 13. 
 
He added a tie for fifth at the Dash Thomas Memorial in Boise, Idaho on Sept. 27, before notching a tie for fourth at the 
Reese Jones Collegiate Invitational Oct. 4. 
 
Those finishes pushed Denlinger to 31st in Golfstat's ranking of the nation's NCAA Division I golfers. 



 
The flat stick, Denlinger said, was responsible for much of that push. 
 
"I think a lot of confidence in golf comes from putting and that's kind of been the key for me," he said. "Just making big 
putts." 
 
But there's got to be more to it than that for a guy who never finished higher than tied for 23rd in eight tournaments last 
year as a sophomore, doesn't there? 
 
"It's just learning about the game," acknowledged Denlinger, who also fired rounds of 68-67-75-67 to finish tied for 11th 
at the prestigious Rice Planters Amateur in Charleston, S.C. back in June. "And I think my mental game has been a lot 
better. The first two years of my college career, I guess I just expected to get a lot better because you're putting a lot of 
time into it, and I expected quick results ... and I think that's one of the things I was too focused on. 
 
"But I think I've got a grasp on (the fact) that in golf it's one shot at a time," he continued. "It doesn't matter where you 
are at that time (score-wise in a tournament), you've got to grind it out on that next shot." 
 
Something he was reminded of again during a pair of season-ending fall events in Kiawah Island, S.C. 
 
After notching his worst finish of the year with a tie for 41st at The Invitational at Kiawah's Ocean Course, Denlinger fired 
rounds of 72-71 at Turtle Point Golf Course to get within a couple of shots of the lead at the Kaiwah Classic. 
 
But he closed with a final-round 80 to finish tied for 15th. 
 
"I think I was thinking about winning that last round and, I guess, once I got a few over par I kind of saw it slipping and I 
probably lost a little focus coming down the stretch knowing I'm not going to win the tournament," Denlinger said. 
 
"I don't know who said it, but I think it was one of the (PGA Tour) pros who said, 'The best way to win is to not think 
about winning.' When you get ahead of yourself, that's when you get into trouble." 
 
All lessons to store away for when the next opportunity arises, which Denlinger is hoping will come during CSU's spring 
season -- a six-event schedule that starts with the Jacksonville (Fla.) Invitational at the TPC at Sawgrass on Jan. 30 and 
ends with the Big South Conference Championships April 16-18. 
 
"I guess in golf, to be good, you don't have to win every time," Denlinger said. "But still, you want to win and I feel like 
that's why you play. To be the best." 
 
Conquering the demons along the way is the tough part. Not that anyone ever truly does. 
 
After all, golf, it's been said, is 90 percent mental, and the other 10 percent is in your head. 
 
"Golf can get you sometimes," Denlinger said. "But I'm definitely learning through everything." 
 
One shot at a time. 
 


