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Drescher wins third straight Lanco Amateur 

By Jason Fulginiti, Special to the Sunday News jfulginiti@lnpnews.com 

After King Knox carded a sterling 2-under 68, which left him one shot off the lead after Friday's first round of the 
Lanco Amateur, a humorous, but interesting question surfaced. 

Should he go on to win the tournament, who would present Knox -- who usually does the honors -- with the 
champion's trophy that bears his name? 

Thanks to Zak Drescher, the Lanco Golf Association avoided that dilemma. 

Despite being "all over the place" for the second straight day, Drescher posted a final-round, even-par 70 Saturday 
afternoon at Conestoga Country Club to win the Lanco Janney Montgomery Scott Amateur Championship by three 
shots. 

It was the third straight Lanco Amateur title and the fourth in the last five years for Drescher, who became the first 
player since Bill Grove (1987-89) to win the tournament three consecutive years. 

More significant, perhaps, is with his winning two-day total of 3-under 137, Drescher -- at age 23 -- also became just 
the fourth player in the 60-year history of the event to win it four times. 

Only Knox (eight titles), Billy Haverstick (five) and Grove (five) have won more. 

"It's awesome to be in the category with them," Drescher said afterward. "It's awesome to be mentioned with them." 

Equally awesome to those on hand, it seemed, was that 69-year-old Knox -- exactly 50 years after winning his first 
Lanco in 1963 -- was in this one to the bitter end. 

But, in the end, he couldn't escape the damage of a double bogey on the par-4 eighth and a bogey at No. 10, finishing 
with a 72 that left him alone in second with a two-day total of even-par 140. 

JD Dornes and Corey Wenger both shot 74 Saturday to finish tied for third at 142, along with Craig Hornberger and 
Ryan Dornes, who closed with rounds of 70. 

Of the top nine finishers, Knox was the only one over the age of 25. 

"I'd be lying if I didn't say it feels really, really good," said Knox, who believes Saturday marked his eighth runner-up 
finish in the Lanco. "I love competing with [the younger guys], and I think I still can. I was just a couple of birdies 
short; that's what it comes down to." 

Despite Drescher carding an even-par 35 on the front side, which gave him a two-shot lead at the turn, the 
tournament ultimately came down to the back nine, starting with a charge from Wenger. 

Even-par for the tournament with nine holes to play, Wenger chipped in for eagle at the par-5 10th before rolling in a 
70-foot birdie putt at the par-3 11th to gain a share of the lead with Drescher at 3-under. 

Not that Drescher was panicking. 

"There were seven holes left after that," he said. 

And few of them were good to Wenger, who made five bogeys down the stretch to fall out of contention -- thereby 
ending a roller-coaster round that included just three pars, 10 bogeys, four birdies and an eagle. 

Meanwhile, JD Dornes, who actually birdied Nos. 1 and 2 to take the outright lead at 4-under earlier in the day, also 
began to fade. 



Still two off Drescher's pace through 13 holes, Dornes' chances all but evaporated when he bogeyed Nos. 14 and 16 
to fall back to 2-over, four behind Drescher. 

That left Knox. 

"I had no idea what King was doing," Drescher said. "I didn't really want to know. It makes me more nervous to know 
what I have to do. I'd rather just swing and hit the shot like I'm out here playing by myself." 

For all intents and purposes, he eventually would be, but not before surviving one last rally from Knox, who appeared 
to be dead in the water after back-to-back bogeys on 12 and 13 dropped him to 1-over. 

"I knew I was playing from behind," Knox said. "So I just knew I had to play the best I could." 

The result was a birdie at 14 and another at 16, which got him within a shot of Drescher at 1-under. 

"I got all fired up at that point," Knox said with a laugh. "I was ready to go get 'em. I figured if I can birdie 17 and 18, 
who knows?" 

Instead, No. 17 got him. 

After his chip from short of the green checked up well below the hole, Knox two-putted for bogey, leaving him two off 
the pace with one to play. 

But by that point, Drescher was on cruise control -- plodding along with five straight pars from Nos. 13-17 that kept 
him at 2-under. 

Any potential drama officially ended at the par-4 18th, where Drescher spun his approach back within 12 feet of the 
hole and drained his ensuing birdie putt for the winning margin. 

"I don't think I played great ... ," Drescher said. "But I got the win so that's all that matters to me." 

Fending off Knox, whom Drescher is now halfway toward catching on the all-time Lanco wins list, was added reward. 

"It's awesome," Drescher said. "Just that he's playing like he is, that's amazing. I'm hoping to be able to play that 
good when I'm that [age]." 

Keep going the way he has, and Drescher might be handing out a trophy with his own name on it. 
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2012 LANCASTER AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP 

Drescher sets the tone Reigning champ fires 67 to take first-round lead 

BY JASON FULGINITI, Sports Staff 

Zak Drescher spent the afternoon laughing like a giddy kid. 

King Knox spent it playing like one. 

Settled by a bit of comic relief from one of his playing partner's caddies, Drescher had the last laugh Friday afternoon 
at Conestoga Country Club, where he fired 3-under 67 to take the first-round lead in the Lanco Janney Montgomery 
Scott Amateur Championship. 



Drescher, who is seeking his third straight Lanco Amateur title and his fourth in the last five years, will take a one-
shot lead into today's final round, which gets under way today at 10 a.m. back at Conestoga. 

But perhaps the day's biggest story belonged to Knox, the owner of a record eight Lanco Amateur crowns, who shot 
one better than his age (2-under 68) to join JD Dornes and Corey Wenger in a three-way tie for second. 

Jeff Wintersteen, the 1994 Lanco winner is alone in third after carding even-par 70. 

All told, 14 players are within five shots of the lead heading into the final round, including 2002 champion Mark 
Leaman (71), who was the last player over the age of 25 to win this event. 

The 44 players who shot 76 or better Friday made the cut. 

"I had a great time out there today," said Drescher, 23, who will tee off with Dornes and Wenger in today's final 
pairing at 12:20 p.m. "Andrew Turner was on the bag for his brother (and Drescher's playing partner) Mike and he is 
a riot. Our whole group â€¦ we were laughing the whole time. I had to focus not to laugh. I was having a lot of fun." 

The same could certainly be said for Knox, who hit 15 greens, 14 fairways and needed 31 putts during his round, 
which he said included just two bad swings. 

One was an errant tee shot into a lateral hazard that cost him a stroke on the par-4 12th. The other was a pulled 
drive on No. 16, where he had to punch out from under a tree before saving par with a five-foot putt. 

"It was a very good ball-striking round," Knox said afterward. "I hit the ball real solid, real straight most of the day. 

"It could have been 65 pretty easy," he added with a laugh, "which would have been kind of silly for somebody my 
age." 

Looking at the numbers, Drescher's 67 also may have seemed a little silly. 

He didn't a fairway Friday until the seventh hole and hit a total of six all afternoon. He made up for it by taking only 
25 putts. 

"Scramble. Scramble 'til you're done, man," Drescher said afterward. "I scored very well today. I was putting really 
good, so if I gave myself a chance inside 15 feet I made it today, which is what I needed to do. I was rolling the flat 
stick pretty good." 

Drescher's day was epitomized on the par-4 third, where he blew his drive way right into some trees, before punching 
it onto the green and draining a 12-footer for birdie to go to 2-under. 

He gave those back when his drive at the par-4 sixth hit a tree and landed just 50 yards in front of the tee box, 
leading to a double bogey that brought him back to even. 

But Drescher immediately went back to work at the par-4 eighth, where he stuck a gap wedge to five feet and drained 
the putt to return to red figures. 

He made three more birdies on the back at the par-5 10th (two-putt from 20 feet), the par-3 15th (7-iron to 15 feet) 
and the par-4 17th (drained 30-foot), to counter his lone bogey of the day at No. 16. 

"I hit my irons pretty well today and hit my wedges good, which is what saved me because I got up and down a few 
times from like 60 yards for par," Drescher said. "If I would have hit the fairways it would have made the course a lot 
easier, but what are you going to do? It's golf." 

And this is now a golf tournament that, thanks to Knox, is filled with a whole new kind of drama: the venerable Lanco 
record-holder going head-to-head with the young man who's nearly halfway toward catching him. 

Local golf's version of Tiger chasing Jack, if you will. 

"If I can score as well as I did today," Drescher said of a three-peat, "who knows?" 



After Friday, what we do know is Knox is every bit the competitor he was when he captured his first Lanco Amateur 
title back in 1962. 

But to win another one exactly 50 years later? 

"It would be unbelievably cool, beyond anybody's expectations," said Knox, an accomplished squash player who works 
with a personal trainer to retain his fitness level and flexibility. "I mean, people my age aren't supposed to win these 
kind of tournaments. And I'd be lying if I didn't say I'm probably going to be a little nervous tomorrow. Everybody is 
(who is) in that position. 

"That is one thing that doesn't change (with age)," he added with a laugh. "That doesn't change at all." 

Neither does Knox, it seems. 

jfulginiti@lnpnews.com 

First-round scores, today's tee times. 
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"It was a very good ball-striking round. I hit the ball real solid, real straight most of the day. It could have been 65 
pretty easy which would have been kind of silly for somebody my age." 

King Knox 
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LANCASTER AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP 

Back for more fun Drescher seeks to win third title in as many years Back for more fun 

BY JASON FULGINITI, Sports Staff 

Following last year's tournament, a slew of middle-aged guys who had been former champions or perennial 
contenders at the Lanco Amateur over the years had to be salivating like a hungry lion in the middle of a herd of 
gazelle. 

For nearly a decade, the county's most prestigious and sought-after golf championship had been dominated by a clan 
of college-aged players, the latest of whom was then-22-year-old Zak Drescher, who won the event for the third time 
in the last four years last summer. 

But soon after Drescher finished up a sterling, final-round 65 to earn a one-shot victory over Mike Burkhart last June 
at Groff's Farm Golf Club, the clouds appeared to be breaking for the county's "older" golfers. 

After all, young guns like Jarred Texter, Shawn Hall, Dan Walters and Brandon Detweiler -- who, along with Drescher, 
combined to win every Lanco Amateur since 2003 -- had already turned professional. 

And the underlying buzz was that Drescher -- following his graduation from Campbell University in North Carolina this 
past December -- would be next. 

Finally, the "older" guys would have their tournament back. 

Not so fast. 



While the "tentative" plan is to turn pro in the coming months, according to Drescher, he returned to Lancaster three 
weeks ago with his amateur status intact, saying he "wanted to play some more amateur tournaments this summer to 
get more experience" before making the jump up. 

Not surprisingly, one of those tournaments is the Lanco Janney Montgomery Scott Amateur Championship, which gets 
under way Friday at 8 a.m. at Conestoga Country Club. 

And, not surprisingly, Drescher -- who will tee off with Jason Sauder and Mike Turner at 8:40 a.m. Friday -- is glad to 
be a part of it. 

"It's a very big tournament around here, but for me it's more about being back (home) and having fun," said 
Drescher, "(as opposed to) being in something like a USGA qualifier where people are more uptight and it's more 
intense. 

"Everybody here (in this tournament) is much more relaxed," he added. "I mean, obviously, you take it seriously, but 
it's not so cutthroat so it's definitely a lot more fun to play in." 

Drescher has certainly had his share of fun in this event in the last five years, during which he's never finished worse 
than tied for third, including wins at Bent Creek in 2008, Tanglewood in 2010 and Groff's Farm (now Highlands of 
Donegal) last year. 

More impressive is that should he find himself hoisting the trophy again at the conclusion of Saturday's final round at 
Conestoga, Drescher would become the first player since Bill Grove (1987-89) to win the Lanco Am three straight 

times and would join King Knox (eight titles), Billy Haverstick (five) and Grove (five) as the only four-time winners in 
the 59-year history of the event. 

"That would be pretty awesome," Drescher said. "There's some good names there for sure. (To join that list) is the 
plan, but you've got to go play golf and there are a lot of good players out there. It could be anybody's day." 

Whether the day will belong to Drescher is anybody's guess, considering he's only recently been able to put the usual 
focus on his game, following a stint as a volunteer assistant coach for Campbell's men's golf team this spring. 

Since then, he's only competed in three events, missing the cut in the Pennsylvania Match Play Championship, a 

Sunnehanna Amateur qualifier and a U.S. Open qualifier. 

"I didn't have time to play in tournaments because I was traveling (to coach in tournaments during the spring)," said 

Drescher, 23. "But it's coming around. I'm working on ball striking right now. My short game has been pretty steady, 
I'd say." 

Evidence came at the U.S. Open qualifier he entered in Pinehurst, N.C., where he hit the first green in regulation but 
didn't hit another one until the 13th hole. 

Despite that, he was still only 1-over when he arrived at the 13th tee. 

That this year's Lanco is being played at Conestoga -- where, as a member, Drescher knows every inch of the golf 
course -- could only help as he smoothes the edges off his game. 

As could the fond Lanco memories Drescher has of his home course. 

Fact is, the last time the event was played at Conestoga in 2004, Drescher made the cut for the first time at the age 
of 15, before watching Hall outduel Texter for the title that year. 

"I remember looking up to Shawn Hall and thinking he was the greatest player I've ever seen," Drescher said. "He'd 
go out and shoot 69 or 70 at Conestoga and I thought that was amazing." 

Now it's Drescher having that effect on people. 

Most notably, the county's "older" golfers, who face the daunting task of battling him one more time. 

jfulginiti@lnpnews.com 



 


