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Chris Fieger tops Brandon Detweiler to capture Lanco Brent L. Miller Match Play Championship 

Chris Fieger has been enjoying a pretty good year on the golf course.  

 

Chris Fieger, left, won his first Lanco Brent L. Miller Match Play Championship on Saturday 

at Lancaster Country Club.  

He won his third Lanco Senior Golf Championship in four years shortly before Memorial Day and 

captured the Lanco Open after five suddendeath playoff holes in late July.  



The Foxchase Golf Club golfer added his first Lanco Brent L. Miller Match Play Championship to 

that list on Saturday afternoon at Lancaster Country Club. Fieger rallied from two holes down on the 

front nine to score a 1-up win over Brandon Detweiler in the championship match.  

“It’s a nice win,” said the 53-year-old Fieger. “I’m very happy.”  

The top-seeded Fieger broke an even match open by scoring wins on the 181-yard, par-3 12th 

and 517-yard, par-5 13th holes.  

Detweiler found the water hazard with his drive on 12 and wound up on the neighboring fairway 

with his drive on 13. Both of Fieger’s drive on 12 found the green and his effort on 13 was in the 

middle of the fairway.  

“I hit a lot of greens,” Fieger said. “I didn’t putt very well at all (Saturday). I didn’t make 

anything. Brandon wasn’t at his best. He’s a lot better player than that, but he made some putts. I 

just kept trying to hit greens and that helped.”  

The 29-year-old Detweiler found water with his drives on five, six and 12 also found a bunker 

with his drive on 10.  

“I hit a stupid shot on five,” Detweiler said. “I have no excuse. It was a dumb shot. Then I tugged 

it left into the water on six. Again, I was like, ‘What are you doing?’ I was just missing it both ways. 

This is my home course. I don’t know how many rounds I’ve played here, but I found some spots this 

week that I didn’t know existed.”  

Despite the wildness, Detweiler cut the lead to one by winning the 442yard, par-4 15th hole, but 

the two golfers played even over the remaining three holes to end the match.  

The second-seeded Detweiler won two of the opening four holes against Fieger to forge an early 

lead, but Fieger rebounded to win the fifth and sixth holes to get back to even.  

“I had a couple of bad breaks,” Fieger said. “I hit it into the left bunker on one and had a really 

bad lie. If it rolls into the bunker, I’m fine, but it just struck there hanging on to some stuff on the 

edge, there was nothing I could do with it. It happened to me again on 14.”  

Detweiler won the 198-yard, par-3 eighth to go up by one again, but Fieger won the 435-yard, 

par-4 ninth to get back to even at the turn.  

“I’m happy for Chris,” Detweiler said. “He has been playing great this year. You can’t take 

anything away from him, I just wish I could have given him a better match.”  

Fieger earned a berth in the championship with a 2 & 1 win over 12-seeded Ron Weaver in one of 

Saturday morning’s semifinals. Detweiler advanced to the championship match with a 5 & 4 win over 

last year’s runner-up Connor Sheehan.  

“What you saw in the afternoon was very much similar to the morning match with the exception 

of the shots in the water,” Detweiler said. “It’s just the way it’s been lately. Hitting it all over the place 

and scrambling my you know what off. Just bizarre.” 

 



Weaver rallies at end 
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Strong finish propels him into semifinals of Lanco Brent L. Miller 

Match Play Championship 

Proving that you’re never out of a match-play match in golf if you have enough holes remaining, 

Ron Weaver won three of the last five holes during the second round of the Lanco Brent L. Miller 

Match Play Championship Friday to advance to this morning’s semifinals.  

The come-from-behind 1-up victory over Peter Chieppor at the Lancaster Country Club sends 

Weaver, a 12th seed, into an 8 a.m. semifinal match against top-seeded Chris Fieger  

Today’s other semifinal match, also scheduled for an 8 a.m. tee time, has Connor Sheehan, last 

year’s Lanco Match Play runner-up, against Brandon Detweiler.  

The championship match will be played a short time after the semis are completed.  

Weaver was down four holes after playing No. 11. He tied the match with a birdie on the par3 

17th hole, a hole on which he “hit my best shot of the day.’’  

Weaver hit a 4-hybrid to 20 feet and made the putt after a getting a line from Chieppor’s putt.  

“You have to be patient and play your game,’’ Weaver said. “The nerves were there but I 

was able to calm myself down.’’  

Weaver then won the 18th hole to win the match.  

Weaver defeated Bunky Burgess 2 & 1 in the first round and Chieppor advanced with a 5 & 3 win 

over Brian Groff.  

Fieger’s summer of strong play continued Friday with a pair of victories. Fieger, who has won the 

Lanco Senior Amateur and Lanco Open this summer, defeated Jon Chronister 4 & 3 before topping 

Richard Riva 7 & 6.  

Fieger’s game improved as the day went along. In his second match vs. Riva, he hit every green 

in regulation over the first 11 holes, missing only on the 12th.  

But even on that hole, he hit out of the bunker to four feet.  

“I hit the ball solidly in the afternoon,’’ he said. “Hopefully, I can carry it into (Saturday).’’  

Riva got to the second round with a 3 & 2 victory over Deryl Denlinger.  

Brandon Detweiler made three birdies on the back nine, which helped propel him to a 3 & 2 

quarterfinal victory over Derek McCarty.  

Detweiler was 1-down going into No. 8 but won that hole and the next to go up a hole. He never 

trailed thereafter.  

Detweiler had an unfortunate matchup in his first match, having to play his father, Marlin, who he 

defeated 3 & 2.  



“If we are going to play, we’d rather play later in the tournament,’’ said Marlin Detweiler. “But it’s 

always fun to play with him. As far as playing, you have to do what you have to do.’’  

The father-son match was not the first for the Detweilers. They met twice in the Lancaster County 

Club 36-hole club championship in 2004 and 2008. The son emerged victorious both times.  

“It’s always fun,’’ said Brandon Detweiler of Friday’s match where no quarter was given and no 

mercy shown, in a friendly manner. “Both of us wanted to win but only one could do it.’’  

McCarty defeated Matt Maurer in the first round, 1 up.  

Sheehan is trying to get back to the final, which he lost to David Denlinger last year at Meadia 

Heights.  

He defeated Corey Wenger 2 up before topping Craig Kliewer 2 and 1 in the afternoon round. In 

that round he hit a lot of greens in regulation and seemed that when he had a tough hole, so did 

Kliewer, so it didn’t cost him the hole.  

“We were halving holes with bogeys,’’ Sheehan said. “I said, ‘C’mon.’ We both said to each other, 

all right, let’s play a little better.’’  

If there is anything to improve heading into today’s round, Sheehan said it would be his putting.  

Kliewer topped Ben Berger 4 & 3 in the first round.  

 


