
Edges Oliveri for his 1st Lanco Amateur title after difficult 2-day event 

Lancaster Newspaper – June 26, 2016 

Just how tough was the Conestoga Country Club for the 64th Lanco Janney Montgomery Scott Men’s 

Amateur Championship?  

CHRIS 

KNIGHT | LNP CORRESPONDENT PHOTOS Ryan Dornes hits his approach shot on the 17th hole Saturday 

in the Lanco Amateur at Conestoga Country Club.  

Only five rounds for the two-day tournament finished under par.  

Ryan Dornes and Marc Oliveri Jr. combined to record four of those rounds. Together, the young duo played 

a solid 36 holes which set up a dramatic finish in Saturday’s second and final round.  

A day after firing a 4-under 66 to take a three-shot lead into Saturday, Dornes overcame a double bogey 

on 15 and held off a hard-charging Oliveri to claim a oneshot victory for his first Lanco Amateur title.  

“I made a mental mistake on the par 3 (15th) and mis-clubbed and should have hit something less, so I 

just tried to come back from that as strong as possible,” Dornes said. “I just wanted to keep with my game plan 

of staying aggressive and it kind of worked out for me in the end.”  

The 19-year-old Dornes finished with a  

1-under 69 on Saturday, good for a two-round total of 135. Oliveri countered with a 67 on Saturday to go 

with a 69 from Friday.  



“Ryan’s a great player and I knew I was going to have to shoot something low to even have a chance,” 

Oliveri said. “I shot 67 and I lost. You can’t do anything about it.”  

When you come so close to a victory, things that at first didn’t seem so big loom large.  

Case in point: During Friday’s round, Oliveri assessed himself a 1-stroke penalty on the fourth hole for his 

ball moving.  

“Marc called a penalty on himself on the fourth green,” said Conestoga Country Club PGA Tour  

 

Pro Robert Leeman. “He had went to mark his ball and he placed a coin behind his ball, lifted the ball, 

unbeknownst to him, his finger was on top of the coin and the coin had stuck to his finger and when he lifted 

his ball, he also lifted his ball mark, which is a ball at rest moved and 

under the rules a oneshot penalty,”  

CHRIS 

KNIGHT | LNP CORRESPONDENT Ryan Dornes, center, accepts the King Knox Trophy from eight-time 

Lanco Amateur champion King Knox, left, and Don Landis, president of the Lancaster County Golf 

Association, right, after winning the Lanco Amateur.  

Then, there was the Oliveri tee shot off of 17 on Saturday. The 21-year-old University of Delaware student 

went wide left off his tee shot, but he recovered nicely on his second shot and recorded a five on that par-four 

hole.  
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“Absolutely (I’d like to have that shot back), but in hindsight, though, I really made a good bogey with how 

far left I hit the tee shot,” Oliveri said.  

That set up the all important 18th hole. For Oliveri, it was time to play for broke.  

“I was just trying to hook a 3-wood around the corner and give myself a closer shot at the green. I pushed 

it a little right, but hit a great iron (shot) and made a birdie putt,” Oliveri said.  

Holding a one-stroke lead going into the 18th, Dornes didn’t change his approach.  

“I just tried to play my game. I kind of mis-hit my tee shot and it kind of put me in a tough position, but 

my wedge game has been good. I felt comfortable and in a good rhythm with my wedge shots,” said Dornes, 

who calmly sank his putt following Oliveri’s birdie to claim the title.  

Tough course  

Play off the tee was a point of emphasis for all the players over the two days. Dornes, a sophomore varsity 

golfer at Penn State, doesn’t play Conestoga Country Club very often and knew the narrow course could present 

problems.  

“I played here a while back and knew a little bit about what I was doing, but for the most part I just 

attacked it,” Dornes said. “If you mis-hit a drive, it puts you in bad places.”  

Dornes got settled in on the tee box and started to out drive his playing partners (Oliveri and Jarred 

Texter) down the stretch on the back nine, which set him up for comfortable wedge shots.  

“I kind of remembered something I was taught a while back about ball placement,” Dornes said. “The ball 

was too far up in my stance, so I moved it back and it helped me a lot. I just started killing it.”  

Oliveri’s game plan with the tight course was to avoid using his driver.  

“I only hit driver four times these past two days,” Oliveri said. “I was able to hit fairways and that reflected 

my score.”  

Oliveri, who was 2-under on the front nine on Saturday, has made a more conscious effort to slow down 

his pace of play over the years.  

“I’ve been trying to be a more deliberate player this summer and trying to slow things down for myself. I 

play better that way,” Oliveri said.  

Oliveri, a Conestoga Valley alum who recorded his best finish to date in the Amateur, enjoys these kinds of 

tournaments compared to the pressures of the college ranks.  

“I like playing in these tournaments because they are not as uptight as (college tournaments),” Oliveri 

said. “College is a little more intense.”  

Aaron Fricke, who recorded the final under par round, shot a 66 Saturday and finished in third place with a 

twoday total of 140.  

Brandon Detweiler and Peter Chieppor finished tied for fourth at 143. Texter finished sixth after shooting a 

3-over, 73, on Saturday.  

 



3-stroke lead for Dornes 
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PSU golfer Ryan Dornes takes control on Day 1 of Lanco Amateur 

It’s as if time did not exist between the time Ryan Dornes walked off the course at the Colonial Golf and 

Tennis Club on Tuesday to when he stepped onto the course at Conestoga Friday.  

Dornes went from shooting a 6-under 66 in a qualifying round for the Pennsylvania Amateur Championship 

at Colonial to a 4-under 66 in Friday’s first round of the 64th Lanco Janney Montgomery Scott Men’s Amateur 

Championship.  

Dornes, who plays on the Penn State golf team, birdied his first four holes on the way to a 3-under 32 on 

the front nine and an eventual threestroke lead.  

Marc Oliveri Jr. is three shots back after shooting a 1-under 69. Jarred Texter, a three-time Lanco Amateur 

winner, is five shots back after shooting 71.  

Ben Berger, Brandon Detweiler and Peter Chieppor came in with 72s.  

“This was the strongest field in the last 20 years,’’ said Ken Phillips, who has played in most of the Lanco 

Amateurs over the last 40 years or so. “It’s great to see all these strong, young players.’’  

The field was cut to the 31 players after Friday’s round. Players who shot 78 or better advance to today’s 

second round, with tee times to start at 8 a.m., back at Conestoga.  

“After my round at Colonial, I was feeling pretty comfortable coming into today,’’ said Dornes, who got into 

two tournaments for Penn State as a freshman and had an average of 73.3 for those tournaments. “My start 

gave me some confidence and I kind of stayed steady to the finish. It was a pretty solid day.’’  

The tightness of Conestoga’s layout didn’t seem to affect Dornes, a Manheim Township grad, who said he 

stayed aggressive for the entire round. Even with the aggressiveness, Dornes landed his shots, especially from 

the tee, in good spots.  

“I just came out and tried to go low and it kind of worked out for me,’’ he said.  

Oliveri, who is a rising senior golfer at the University of Delaware, credited judging the speed of his putts 

as the key to his round, which included four birdies.  

Not that the birdie putts were very long. He estimated that he hit 13 or 14 greens in regulation. His longest 

birdie putt came on No. 3, making a 15-footer.  

Oliveri was 3-under after 13 holes but made a pair of bogeys on two of his last five holes.  

“The wheels kind of came off there a little bit but I’m happy with the round,’’ he said.  

Oliveri qualified for the Pa. Amateur with a 2-over 74 at the Brookside Country Club on July 16.  

Texter, 30, said his iron play enabled him to overcome some questionable tee shots.  

“That number (71) is the best I could have scored,’’ said Texter, who last won the Lanco Amateur in 2007. 

“I missed a lot of greens, so if I didn’t get up and down, it would have been more like 76 or 77.  

“I didn’t give myself too many birdie opportunities, so I have to hit it a lot better (Saturday).  



Texter, who like Dornes and Oliveri, qualified for the Pa. Amateur (July 25-27 at Moselem Springs), 

shooting 72 at Colonial, was 2-over for his first five holes and played the rest of the course in 1-under.  

Detweiler is the most recent Lanco Amateur champion in this year’s field. He won in 2009.  

Connor Sheehan, who finished second to David Denlinger in last year’s Amateur, is tied for seventh after 

shooting a 73.  

(Denlinger, the twotime defending champ, turned pro since last year’s Amateur.)  

Chris Fieger, who won the Lanco Senior Championship in May at Overlook, shot 73. Phillips, a three-time 

Amateur champ, also shot 73.  

Marlin Detweiler, who won three straight Lanco Ams in the mid 1970s, shot a 74. Dave Richards and Deryl 

Denlinger, a pair of two-time winners, shot 76. Jeff Wintersteen, the Lanco Am winner in ‘94, got in under the 

cut line with a 78.  

 

 
 


