
Denlinger repeats, topping Sheehan 

Defending champ starts slowly, then roars to 5 and 3 win in finals 

Joan Denlinger remembers watching her 10-year-old son, David, tee off at Meadia Heights like it was 

yesterday.  

 

David Denlinger follows through on his approach to the 12th green at Meadia Heights 

during Sunday’s Lanco Match Play finals. 

“He used to play 16-year-old boys and I would be like, ‘Are they going to be swearing? What will 

that be like for him to be 10 and playing with all these older guys?’” she said. “And, now, I’m looking 

at him and he’s 24, and it just went so quickly.”  

On Sunday, in front of his mother and a few dozen other spectators at Meadia Heights, David 

Denlinger defeated Connor Sheehan, 5 and 3, to take home his second consecutive Lanco Brent L. 

Miller Match Play Championship title.  

Denlinger also had his girlfriend and other family members cheering him on throughout the fourth 

and final round, as well as his good friend, Roy Keagy. Despite a broken right leg, Keagy drove 

Denlinger’s golf cart from hole-to-hole.  

“He kept me calm, level-headed,” Denlinger said. “It was just fun to have a friend out there with 

me.”  

After defeating fifthseeded Ken Phillips, 2 and 1, in the semifinals, Denlinger needed to feed off 

some of the crowd’s energy to best No. 2-seed and Lanco Open champion Sheehan, who had just 

beaten sixth-seeded John Barry, 4 and 3. 

 



 
David Denlinger, left, receives the Lanco Match Play Championship trophy from Ryan Miller. 

By the fourth hole, Denlinger found himself one down, after conceding the par-4 third hole due to 

two separate tee shots slicing out of bounds.  

As the the front nine wound down, however, Denlinger found his stroke.  

Through holes four and 10, the match went from all square to a fourup lead for Denlinger.  

“(That) was a really good stretch for me,” he said. “That kind of just catapulted me forward. 

Then, it was pretty much cruise control: play steady, make pars.”  

The stretch included two birdies and four pars, including a monster 25-foot birdie putt on the par-

4 ninth.  

“Birdies started to fall on eight and nine,” Denlinger said. “Those were two really big putts.”  

Sheehan, meanwhile, couldn’t sink putts when he needed to, including a 10-footer on six and 15-

footers on seven and eight.  

“That was the definite swing in the match. That’s where it kind of killed me,” he said. “It’s a little 

demoralizing but, you know, he’s a great player. I knew he wasn’t going to make many mistakes.”  

Still down four on the par-4 14, Sheehan had another chance to cut the lead with his putter, after 

landing his approach shot “right where I wanted to,” he said, leaving himself with a six-foot birdie try.  

His putt appeared on line until it broke slightly right and lipped around the cup, leaving Sheehan 

frozen in dismay.  

“It is what it is,” he said. “I knew it was a must-make in that point of the match.”  



Denlinger closed the door on hole 15, ending the match at 5 and 3. The former Meadia Heights 

member soaked in the moment as both contenders received an ovation from the crowd.  

“It’s just cool because I grew up playing this course,” he said. “Coming out here as a little kid and 

just having fun and not really thinking about making it into a serious thing … and then, to be back 

here and to be playing well, it’s pretty cool.”  

 


