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Aaron Fricke and Andy Zook won the Lanco better ball on a day of jaw-dropping 

performances 

 

“Second sucks.” 



Derek McCarty and partner Connor Sheehan, right, react after sinking a birdie putt on the 

18th green. Despite a sizzling back nine, the duo placed second. 

Those two words are written on a white board hung up in Connor Sheehan’s bedroom, because, 

quite frankly, the 19-yearold is tired of second place. Ever since high school, Sheehan has had his fair 

share of runner-up finishes, he said, whether it be in wrestling or golf.  

In fact, Sheehan has finished second in two of the last three Lanco events.  

On Sunday, he and his partner, Derek McCarty, were on a quest to vanquish Sheehan’s second-

place curse in the final round of the Lanco Susquehanna Bank Better Ball Championship.  

But, after firing 11-under in what was believed to be the greatest round of any Lanco two-day 

event by tournament officials, Sheehan and McCarty (67-59-126) came up two strokes short of Aaron 

Fricke and Andy Zook (63-61-124), who shot a stellar round of their own at 9-under, earning their 

second Better Ball title in three years.  

 

“It stings,” McCarty said. “We would’ve liked it to be better, but, at the same time, 

we did what we could do.”  



After both pairs finished the front nine with 3-under 32, Sheehan and McCarty realized there was 

a chance they could climb back into contention, despite starting the round in fourth place.  

“We knew we were close, and we knew it would be tough to get there,” Sheehan said. “We were 

just trying to worry about making our own scores.”  

Sheehan and McCarty started off the back nine par-birdie-par, but the par-4 13th initiated a six-

hole stretch of scoring at least 1-under.  

On the par-4 13, McCarty placed his second shot a foot from the pin for a tap-in birdie. On the 

par-4 14, he hit 107 yards uphill for an eagle.  

“I thought I hit a good shot, and a spectator — my dad — was up by the green. He’s like, ‘Hey, 

it’s in the hole,’” McCarty said. “All of a sudden … we’re beating the guys that we’re playing with now 

(Jeff Wintersteen and Lou Matroni) and they started the day two ahead of us, so we’re going in the 

right direction.”  

Sheehan and McCarty then exchanged birdies on 15 and 16. On 17, McCarty downed yet another 

birdie, this time from 20 feet.  

“When we teed off on 18, we figured we were one or two back,” McCarty said. “If we make a 

birdie, we have a chance.”  

 

Fricke, Zook hold lead at better ball – 08/09/15 
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Lanco tourney concludes today at Overlook 

Many years ago, Aaron Fricke, then 8, was shooting in the hundreds at Hawk Valley when he 

watched in awe as 24-year-old Andy Zook capped a round of 65 on the same course.  

Zook, a pro at Hawk Valley at the time, would play with Fricke every chance he had, becoming 

somewhat of a mentor over the years.  

After a decade of playing together, they won the Lanco Susquehanna Bank Better Ball 

Championship at Meadia Heights Golf Club in 2013.  

Now, they’re back to try to do it again.  

On Saturday, Fricke, now 20, and Zook, 36, shot a 7-under 63 in the first round of this year’s 

championship at Overlook Golf Course, carrying a two-shot lead into today’s final round.  

“I like playing with (Fricke),” Zook said. “I’ve known him a long time and we always have fun.”  

“I look forward to this (tournament) because it’s only once a year. I get to play with Andy,” Fricke 

said, playfully adding “I get to outdrive Andy...” 

 


