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The last time David Denlinger played in a major golf tournament, he walked away from it with a 

real bad memory.  

Saturday afternoon, he went out and created a much, much better one.  

Clinching the tournament with a 10-foot birdie putt on the 18th hole, Denlinger outlasted a 

crowded leaderboard at Overlook Golf Course, and posted a final-round, 1-under 69 to win the Lanco 

Janney Montgomery Scott Amateur championship by one shot over Brady Goodling.  

Chris Fieger, who started the day two shots off the pace, backed up an opening-round 67 with an 

even-par 70 that left him alone in third, while first-round co-leader Mike Burkhart closed with a 76 to 

finish tied for fourth with Connor Lefever.  

But for Denlinger, perhaps as important as collecting his first Lanco Amateur title was easing the 

memory of his last tournament appearance back in April, when the then-redshirt senior at Charleston 

Southern University held the lead at the Big South Conference Championships for the first two rounds, 

before a final-round 75 left him tied for second.  

“It feels good to come out with a win after (what happened at the Big South),” Denlinger said. 

“That was my tournament to win, and I lost it. This was a different story.”  

A story that had more twists and turns than an amusement park ride, before Denlinger finally 

ended it in dramatic fashion on the 18th.  

No lead was safe until that point, especially when Goodling joined the fray with a 2-under 33 on 

the front side to get to 3-under for the tournament, leaving him tied with Fieger, one behind Denlinger 

and three back of Burkhart, who was 6-under for the championship at the turn.  

Not that Goodling was getting ahead of himself.  

“I look at (the on-course leaderboards), but I really don’t care (about other people’s scores),” 

said Goodling, 21, who will be a senior on the golf team at Monmouth University this fall. “If you start 

focusing on other things, it just goes downhill from there and it’s not going to end well.”  

There was plenty to focus on when Goodling made back-to-back birdies on No. 10 and 11 to get 

to 5-under, which moved him into a tie for the lead with Burkhart and Denlinger, and one clear of 

Fieger through 11 holes.  

Burkhart, who shot 5-under 65 Friday to grab a share of the first-round lead with Denlinger, was 

the first to fade from that logjam. After making three bogeys on his next five holes, he eventually 

finished double-double on 17 and 18 for a backside 42 that left him 1-over for the tournament.  



Goodling — playing in the group of head of Denlinger, Fieger and Burkhart — also seemed to be 

fading with back-to-back bogeys on Nos. 13 and 14, until he holed a miraculous bunker shot for eagle 

at the par5 15th that kept him at 5-under, where he stayed the rest of the way.  

“I’m proud of the way I played, I gave it a run,” Goodling, who finished with the day’s low round 

of 4-under 66, said afterward. “I didn’t just go out there and give it to (Denlinger).  

“I made a few mistakes in there. But who doesn’t on the golf course?”  

Denlinger made a few of his own on the way in.  

After getting to 6-under with a birdie at the par-4 13th, Denlinger took four shots to get in the 

hole from a greenside bunker en route to a bogey at the par-5 15th.  

“That’s playing like a par-4 and I made a six,” the 23-year-old Masters student said. “But even 

the bad shots, you have to realize they’re going to happen and you can’t beat yourself (up) over it. I 

think that was one thing that was big for me today.”  

Denlinger rebounded by draining a 25-foot birdie putt at the par-3 16th, only to miss a five-foot 

par saver on the 17th, which left him tied with Goodling at 5-under and one ahead of Fieger — who 

was also at 5-under until a bogey at No. 16.  

The focus for Denlinger now though, was Goodling.  

“I knew he was at 5(-under) going into 17 and 18 and I had no clue what he was doing on those 

two holes,” Denlinger said. “So I kind of just assumed he went par-birdie to finish at 6(-under).”  

As a result, Denlinger crushed his ensuing tee shot to the downhill, 382-yard, par-4 18th, leaving 

it about 20 yards short of the green in the right rough.  

And with Fieger on his way to a closing bogey that would take him out of the equation, Denlinger 

chipped his second shot pin-high, 10 feet left of the hole. “I was thinking ‘This is what you want.  

You want a putt (from) 10 feet for the win,’ ’’ Denlinger said. “I was just thinking make it either 

way, and if you make it to get in a playoff then, game on.”  

Instead, after he tucked his ensuing birdie putt inside the right edge, it was game over.  

“You look at the board and there are all these big names,” Denlinger said of winning his first King 

Knox Trophy, which is awarded annually to the Lanco Amateur champion. “You kind of have to win 

these tournaments to show that you’re one of the best in Lancaster County. And you want to have 

that.”  

And a few good memories to go with it.  



 

Chris Fieger, David Denlinger and Mike Burkhart 



 

Brady Goodling gets his ball out of the sand during the Lanco Am golf event at Overlook golf course in 

Manheim Township, Saturday.  

 

 

 



 

 Denlinger, Burkhart share first-round lead at 5-under 65  
Intelligencer Journal – 06/28/14  
 
Apparently, sometimes less really is more. Despite spending limited time on the golf course in recent 

months, Mike Burkhart and David Denlinger both fired 5-under 65 Friday at Overlook to share the first-

round lead at the Lanco Janney Montgomery Scott Amateur championship.  

Chris Fieger, the 2013 Lanco Player of the Year, is alone in third after carding 3-under 67, while Brady 

Goodling is four off the pace after an opening-round 69.  

The 32 players who shot 76 or better Friday advanced to today’s 10 a.m. final round at Overlook, where 

the final pairing of Burkhart, Denlinger and Fieger will tee of at 11:40 a.m.  

“I didn’t hit any bad shots today,” Burkhart said afterward. “I never really got into any trouble. I just 

played good. I didn’t have a bad swing all day.” Impressive, considering the circumstances. Burkhart, 

who got married in January, had played just six rounds this year prior to Friday — the last coming 

Sunday at Meadia Heights, where he “shanked” a couple of wedges and hit a ball out of bounds on the 

front nine, before shooting 5-under 31 on the back.  

“Golf’s no longer a priority even like it was four or five years ago,” said Burkhart, 26, who works in 

excavation. “I’m at the point now where I just enjoy playing. I’m not in that have-to-play-well (mode) 

and putting pressure on myself.  

“Now it’s sort of like ‘Let’s grab the sticks, hit 10 balls at the range and go play and see what happens.’ ”  

Good things happened Friday for Burkhart, who made the turn in 1-under before rattling off birdies on 

Nos. 11, 13, 14 and 18 for a 4-under 31 on the back side.  

He had birdie looks with a putter in his hand on 17 holes. And the one green he missed was the par-3 

16th, where he nearly chipped in for birdie.  

Aside from a three-putt bogey on No. 3, the only real mistake Burkhart mentioned afterward was the 

straight, uphill eight-foot birdie putt he left six inches short at the par-3 12th. He made up for that, 

though, with birdies on his next two holes.  

“I don’t expect to (shoot 65) again, but the way my last 27 holes have gone I could,” he said with a grin. 

“I’m just playing, man. And it’s awesome.”  

It was a similar feeling for Denlinger.  

A redshirt senior this past spring at Division I Charleston Southern University, Denlinger led after the first 

two rounds of the Big South Conference Championships before a final-round 75 left him tied for second.  

Feeling “burned out,” he didn’t touch a club for three weeks after that.  



“That was kind of a tough pill to swallow, especially because it was my last college tournament,” said 

Denlinger, 23, who is working on a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from CSU. “So I just kind 

of took a break.  

“Going into this tournament my main goal was to enjoy playing competitive golf again because the last 

tournament I played was one of the worst experiences. I’ve never felt so bad after a tournament.”  

After a bogey-free 4-under 31 on the front side Friday, things got interesting for Denlinger on the back, 

where he had three birdies, two bogeys, an eagle and a double bogey for a 1-under 34.  

The news got better when Denlinger reached the clubhouse and learned he was tied with Burkhart, who 

happens to be his long-time neighbor, and with whom he grew up playing golf.  

They’ll get to rekindle that friendly rivalry in today’s final group.  

“It’s on,” Burkhart said to Denlinger with a pointed finger and a smile.  

Still, the theme will remain the same with both of them.  

“I’m going to keep an aggressive strategy and see what happens,” Denlinger said. “And have fun. That’s 

the main thing. Just enjoy it.” 

 

 


